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PREFACE. 


Unto what, then, were ye baptized? Acts xix. 3. 


Wurd our Lord enquired of the Prieſts 
and Elders, reſpecting “ the Baptiſm of 
John“, whether it was from Heaven or of 
Men? they anſwered that they could not tell.“ 
It is much to be feared, that if the Generality 
of Chriſtians were aſked the more ſimple 
Queſtion, What is Baptiſm? they muſt be com- 
pelled to make the ſameAnſwer,Wecannot tell. 
Yet ſurely it is a Matter of ſerious Import 
for every Chriſtian to know, not only What 
is meant by Baptiſm ; but alſo Whether it is 
from Heaven or of Men? 


„Matt. xxi, 25. 17. 


A 2 As 


(- 2802 
As Baptiſm is made the Teſt or Covenant 
of Admiſſion into the Chriſtian Church, to- 


know its Signification muſt be the Duty of 


every Member of that Church. And if it be- 
only of Man, till it muſt be a Matter worthy 


of Enquiry, as to its Origin, its Meaning, 


and its Uſe, that we may be ſatisfied how far 
it is conſiſtent to ſubmit to this“ Ordinance 
of Man for the Lord's Sake*.” But if, on 
Examination, it ſhould prove to be from 
Heaven if it be a Covenant between God and 
Man —if it be a Seal „intended for the Ser- 
vants of God in their Foreheadt;“ if it be one 
Means of “ bruiſing the Serpent's Headf,” 
and of «© ſaving that which was loſt : How 
ſhall we eſcape if we neglect ſo great Salva- 


vation; which at the firſt-began to be ſpoken 


by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by 
them that heard himꝭ !“ 


Few Parents, it is to be ſuppoſed, totally 


neglect the Form of having their Children bap- 


tized, 


F 


* 3, Pet, ii, 13. + Rev, vii. g. 4 Gen. iii. 154 | Matt, 
xviii. 117 8 Heb, ii. 3. 


fo 
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tized, cither in Infancy or Riper Years; and 
Children in general, may, perhaps, be brought 
to the Biſhop . for Confirmation, at the Age 
appointed for that Purpoſe ; but there is much 
Reaſon to fear, that both theſe Ceremonies 
are too often conſidered merely as Forms, and 
that very few indeed are poſſeſſed with a 
Knowledge of their true Signification, or im- 


preſſed with a due Senſe of the ature of the 
Baptiſmal Vow! | 


The Catechiſm of the Church of England 
may be conſidered as a Summary, but is by 
no Means an Explanation of the Baptiſmal 
Covenant; nor did I ever meet with a Perſon, 
who, from that Catechiſm, was impreſſed 
with the Weight of his Chriſtian Obligation, 
or of his Duty as a Sponſor ; neither can it, 
with Propriety, be put into the Hands of any 
Children, except thoſe - of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, - notwithſtanding it contains ſome 


| excellent Obſervations. 


The following Attempt, originally intended 
for Private Uſe, it is preſumed, may be uſe- 


'A3:; ful 


AST 
ful to Chriſtians of every Denomination who 
agree as to thoſe Fundamental Truths, the 
Trinity in Unity, the Divinity of the Saviour, 
and the Redemption of the World “ through 
the Offering of the Body of Jeſus Chriſt once 
for all*;” ſince the Doctrines it contains are 
agreeable to the pure Word of God, and the 
Explanations are founded upon that Principle 
of Love to God and Love to Man which 


ſhould Influence, and be the Motive of, all 
our Actions. 


That it may prove one Means of © training 
up a Child in the Way he ſhould got,” and of 
haſtening that Reign of Univerſal Love, when 
« they ſhall teach no more every Man his- 
Neighbour and every Man his Brother, ſaying, 
Know the Lordj ;” but “ all our Children 
ſhall be taught of the LoR DG,“ is the earneſt 
Deſire of - 
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CATECHISM, &c. 


PART I. 
On the Signification of Names. 


0. W HAT is your Name? 


A. C. F. Here the Child ſhould declare both his. ' 


Chriſtian and Sirname. 
Q. Why have you more Names than one ? 


A. Every Perſon has two, the firſt called his 


Chriſtian, the other his Sirname. 
Q. Have they ever more than two? 
A. Sometimes the Name is double, as William- 


Henry, James-Shirley, &c, but this is con- 


ſidered as only one Chriſtian Name, 
Q. Whence are names derived ? 


A. The Sirname is derived from the Parents, 


and 1s applied to every Perſon.in a Family, de- 
ſcending from Generation to Generation; but 
the Chriſtian Name is given to diſtinguiſh one 


Perſon from another in the ſame Family; there- 
fore every Child, the Offspring of one Parent, 


ſhould have a different Chriſtian Name. 
| | Q. Why 
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| 1 
| C. Why is your firſt called a Chriſtian Name 7 
A. Becauſe it was given me when I Was 


baptized into, and became a Member of, the h 


Chriſtian Church, 5 
Q. Why is the other called your Sirname ? 
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| A, From the Word Sire, ſignifying a Lord or h 
| Maſter, as the Name is Wen derived from the 9 
| Father, . | 
| L. Is the Sirname never changed ? 8 
ö A. When a Female marries, ſhe then takes ſt 
| the Sirname of her Huſband ; but the Males 
| retain their original Names, b. 
| D. Have Names any further Diſtinction or * 
Signification? 
A. Names were originally given in a Spirit Si 
of Prophecy, and were expreſſive of the Nature 
or predominant characteriſtic Quality, Whether th 
good or evil, of the Perſon on whom they were N 
beſtowed, 
/ 0. What Proof can you bring of this ? 10 
* A. A great many Examples are to be found in 
the Old Teſtament. | \ 


0. Relate ſome of them, 

A. Adam called his Wife's © ah Evi. 
which ſignifes giving Life, becauſe ſhe was the | 
„% Mother of all living* ;” and Eſau ſays of his | 

| Brother“ 4% 


# Gen. ii. 20. 


i 


f Brother, © Is he not rightly named Jacos 
, (which ſignifies a Supplanter or Deceiver) for 
, : he hath ſupplanted me theſe two Times ?”? 
Q. Can you point out any other ? 
p A. Yes: Abigail ſays of her Huſband, . As 
- his Name ſo is he: NABAL his. Name, and Folly 
e with him*,” 
Q. Suppoſe every Perſon could be taught the 
Signification of his own Name, to what Uſe 
83 ſhould he apply this Knowledge? 
8 A. If it ſignify any good Quality, he mould 
be particularly careful to lead a Life cor- 
Yr reſpondent, or agreeable, to his Name. 
Q. But ſuppole the Name hath an Evil 
it Signification ? 
re A. He ſhould then conſider it as repreſenting 
* the © beſetting Sint,“ or & dE. Evil in his 
re Nature, Eee” 5 


Q. And to what ood Purpoſe could he apply 
ſuch a Knowledge of Evil? 
in A. It ſhould teach him to be conſtantly 
endeavouring to ſubdue that Evil. 
Q. What Means thouls he apply for this 
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6 Purpoſe. 

the A. He ſhould watch and prayt. ” 

his Q. How do you mean? RT 
er“ | A, He 


9 Gen. xxvii. 36. 
® 1 Sam, xv. 25+ + Heb, xii. x. 4 Matt. xxvi. 41. 


' i 
N 
| 

N 

. 

6 

ö 

| 

; 

- 
0 
ö 
1 
; 1 
f 
, 
f 
N 
N 
k 
U 
. 
þ 


A. He ſhould watch over his own Thoughts, 
Words and Actions; and pray to the Lord 
. continually for Strength and Support to over- 
come his evil Deſires. | 
O. Though he may watch over his Words and 
Actions, yet evil Thoughts will frequently ariſe 
in a Perſon's Mind, even without his Know- 
. ledge or Conſent: How is he to watch over or 
guard againſt: them ?- 1 | 12 


| A. When evil Thoughts: viſe! he his heje 
| 


tem by endeavouring to think of ſomething 
good, or by doing ſomething uſciul ieren 
engage his Thoughts. 
0. But as this Knowledge reſpeing the „p- 
plication of Names is loſt, what ſhould a Perſon 
do who wiſhes to know the A de * his 
on Name p 5 P10 ** S119 
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Name there? At o Dit A 8 
L. And if he finds it, what tein Pre. 
A. Examine what is ſaid of that Perkon.) 

C. Suppoſe, Mess that my Name was Jorg, 
If 1 look into the Scriptures, I find two of that 
Name recorded, John the Baptiſt, and Johm the 
Apoſtle and Evangeliſt; but oer Lind 
the üicnion of that Name? 1 9 
A. In ſome old- printed Bibles, we may find 


ey of all e Scripture N * 0 
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0: But if no ſuch Bible is at Hand p 


A. In examining what the Scriptures ſay of 
the two Johns, I find that John the Baptiſt was 
a Meſſenger who went before the Lord, and 
preached the Doctrine of Repentance. 


2. And what was John the Evangeliſt ? 


A. A Diſciple who followed the Lord, loving 


and beloved by him, and who teacheth us to 


love God and keep his Commandments. 


E. Which of theſe Johns, en, ſhould * 
take for my Pattern ? | 


A. Both, as they unitedly teach us the 
Duty of a Chriſtian. 


L. In what manner? 


A. The firſt teaches the Neceſſity of Res. | 
pentance; manifeſted by forſaking all. Evil ; 


the other Newneſs of Life, by a Love of God, 
manifeſted in an Obedience to his Command- 


ments, 


Q. What, then, do you conclude en. 


hence is the Signification of the Name John? | 
A. The Love of, or Obedience to, God: 


2. Are theſe Chriſtian Names ever. changed ? 7 


A. Not now. "The Names given to Perſons. 


mentioned in the, Old Teſtament were ſome- ty 


time changed. 
N. Give an Example ? 


| — 
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A. That of Abram was changed to that of 
Abraham. 

0. What is the. Signification of Abram ? 

A, An High Father, or Father of a great 
Nation, 

Q. How could a Name fignifying Father in 
any wiſe apply to Abram, who had no Child? 

A. Though he had no Child till he was old, 
yet his Faith in the Promiſe of the Lord con- 
tinued firm. 

0. In what Manner ? 

A., He knew the Signification of his Name, 
and truſted in God that he would accompliſh 
the Promiſe made to him when he left Ur to go 
into Canaan, | 


Q. But why was his Name changed to 


Abtaham ET 


A, His Faith in the Lord having ſuſtained 
him till “ he was ninety Years old and nine, 
the Lord then appeared to him to reward that 


Faith“. 
2. In what Way . 


A, By aſſuring him that he ſhould not only, 


be the Father of a great Nation, but alſo the. 
Father of many Nations, _ 
2. Does the Alteration of his Name imply 


this? 


4655 4-4 Gen Vii 4» 
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A. Yes. The Lord ſaid, „ Behold I make 
my Covenant with thee, and thou ſhalt be a 
Father of many Nations, Neither ſhall thy 
Name any more be called Abram (Father of a 
great Nation) ; but thy Name ſhall be called 


Abraham, (Father of a great Multitude) for a 


Father of many Nations have I made thee*,”? 
Q. What uſeful” Leſſon can we learn from 
this Account of Abraham ? 


A. Never to deſpair, but always to truſt in 


the Promiſes of God; for although the Fulfil- 


ment of them may appear impoſſible to us, yet 
the Lord will accompliſh them in his good 
Time, if our Faith fail not, 

Q. Have you any other Example of a Names 


being changed ? 


A. The Name of Jae was changed to chat 
of Iſrael. 


0. On what Account * 
A. The Angel ſaid to him,“ Thy name ſhall. 
no more be called Jacos (a Deceiver but 


Is AEI (which ſignifies Prevailing with God) ;: 


for as a Prince haſt thou Power with God and 
with. Men, and haſt prevailed,” 


0. W ſhould we underſtand from this ? 
r LE A. That 


-*#' Gen, xvii. 4, 5. 1 Glu. xxxii. 88. 


( 


A. That he had ſubdued the Evil in his Na- 
ture repreſented by his firſt Name, though ſo 
ſtrongly implanted in him, that in overcoming 
it he is ſaid to have wreſtled with God, 

Q. What are we to learn from this ? 

A. That however powerful our Evils and 
Temptations may be, yet if we earneſtly en- 
deavour to overcome them we ſhall at length 
prevail. Py 

Q. It would give me great Satisfaction to hear 
a further Proof of Names ſignifying Natures or 
internal Qualities, 

A. The Prophet Iſaiah, ſpeaking of the 
Meſſiah, ſays, ** His Name ſhall be called 
EmMANUEL, which being interpreted is Gop 
with ust; and Ruth's Mother in Law ſays, 
Call me not Naomi (Fair, comely or beautiful) 
call me Mara / Bitterneſs) for the Almighty 
hath dealt very buterly with me,” “ 

Q. Have Names any further Signification ? 

A. Yes. All Scripture Names, as well as 
Perſons, have likewiſe a more internal or 
' ſpiritual Meaning. 

Q. In what Manner? 

A. They repreſent either the Lord's Church 
upon Earth, or ſome State of Trial, Temptation 
or 


+ Iſa. vii, 14. Matt. i. 23. * Ruth i. a0. 
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or Victory which the Lord himſelf paſſed 
through, when he appeared amongſt Men in the 
Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Q. Can you produce any Proof of this? 


A. It will appear moſt clearly by reading the 
Life of David and his Pſalms, and alſo the 


Lamentations of Jeremiah, in ſuch a View. 


2. But can you point out a e 


Inſtance? 


A. Yes. In the Name of Agar, Abraham's 


Handmaid, the Mother of Iſhmael... 
Q. What did ſhe repreſent ? 


A. St. Paul ſays, ** This Aa is Mount 
Sinai in Arabia, and anſwereth to Jeruſalem, 
which now is, and is in Bondage to her 
Children; but Jeruſalem which is above (and 
which is . repreſented by Sarat, Abraham's - 


Wife) is-free*,” 


Q. What are the General Knowledges to be 
derived from this firſt Part of your Catechiſm? 


A. Two Principal ones. 
Q. What are they? 


A. Firſt, That the Names given to Children 
at their Baptiſm are + bf more "Importance than 


Parents in general ſuppoſe. 


NQ. What further? 


C3 | A. Secondly; . 


* Gal, iv. 25. 26+ 
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A. Secondly, That there is an internal or 
ſpiritual Meaning in every Part of the Holy 
Scriptures, which we ſhould endeavour to ſeek 
after, whenever we read them. 

Q. What are the Uſes to which theſe general 
| Knowledges ſhould be applied? 

A. Since none can underſtand the internal 
Senſe of the 'Scriptures but thoſe who are en- 
lightened from above; and none can be en- 
lightened but thoſe who are under the Influence 
of Love and Faith towards the Lord; we ſhould 
be careful that our Lives are ſo much in Obe. 
dience to the Law of God, that he may, as he 
did to the Apoſtles, © open our Underſtandings 
that we may underſtand the Scriptures*,” 


® Luke xxiv. 45. 


THE END OF THE FIRST PART; 
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On the Signiſication of Baptiſm. 


2 You ſaid that your Chriſtian Name was 
given to you at the Time you was baptized: 


What do you mean by Baptiſm ? 
A. An outward Ordinance or Sacrament, 
wherein the waſhing with Water by a Prieſt or 


Miniſter, repreſents an inward Spiritual Waſh- 
ing by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, called Regenera- 
tion, or being born again, 

Q. Why was the Sacrament of Baptiſm 


inſtituted ? 


A. As a Sign or Teſtimony that the Perſon 
baptized belongeth to the Chriſtian Church, and 
as a Memorial that he muſt be born again, or 
regenerated, 
| | L. Did 
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2. Did the Lord Jeſus Chriſt command "a 
Baptiſm to be adminiſtered in his Church? _ 1 

A, Yes, He commanded his Diſciples, ſay- 

ing, © Go, teach all Nations, baptizing them 
in the Name of the END, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt _ | 

O. Did our Lord adminiſter Baptiſm whilſt 
upon Earth? : 

A. With Reſpect to the outward Form, we 
are told that Jeſus himſelf baptized not, but 
his Diſciplest.”? 

2. Was not Jeſus Chriſt himſelf baptized ? 

A. Yes, He was baptized by John, 

Q. What then was the Difference between 

the Baptiſm of John and that of Jeſus Chriſt? | 

A. The one was external and the other. * 

internal. , 

Q. How is this explained? 

A. John ſays, © I indeed baptize you with 
Water unto Repentance; but he that cometh 
after me is mightier than I, He ſhall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghoſt and Fire?.” . © 

Q. You ſay Jeſus Chriſt was himſelf baptize 
ed; but if Baptiſm be a Memorial ſignifying 
the Neceſſity of Regeneration, why ſhould He 

be baptized, who, we are told, knew no Sin, 
neither 


® Matt. xxviii. 19 + John iv. 2. 4 Matt, i ii. 12, 
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neither was Guile found in his Mouth*?” Could 


He require Regeneration ? 

A. Yes, The Human Nature which the Lord 
aſſumed did require Regeneration; for we are 
alſo told, that it was only © made perfect through 
Sufferings+,” 

Q. Does the 'Ceremony of Baptiſm, then, 
give thoſe Bleſſings which you deſcribe as a 
Conſequence of being baptized ? 

A. No. Baptiſm itſelf neither giveth Faith 
nor Salvation; but is a Teſtimony to ſuch as 
are baptized, that they may receive the Fulfil- 


ment of the Lord's Promiſe, and ee be 
regenerated and ſaved. 


2. What is required of the perſon to be 
baptized ? 


A. Repen:ance, manifeſted by forſaking Sin, 
and Faith to believe the Promiſe of God Was 
to them in that Sacrament. 


Q. What is this Promiſe ? 
A. That which he made to his Diſciples, 


* Lo, I am with you alway, even to the End 
of the Worldf.” | 


Ho are we to underſtand this? 

A. That the Lord is always ready to beſtow 
upon us thoſe inward Gifts and Graces neceſ- 
ſary 


* 1 Pet, ii. 22, + Heb. ii. 10. f Matt. xxviii. 20, 
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ſary for our Regeneration; © for in that he 


himſelf hath ſuffered, being tempted, he is able 
to ſuccour thoſe that are temptedꝰ.“ 


L. What is the proper Form or Ceremony 
to be uſed in Baptiſm ; 
A. It does not appear what was the particular 
Mode adopted by John or by the Apoſtles. 
2e. What is the Mode at preſent obſerved in 
the Chriſtian Church ? 

A. Chriſtians of different Sects or Perſuaſions 
have adopted ſuch Forms as they thought moſt 
_ conſiſtent with the Nature of the Inftitution.. 

L. Explain this more particularly. 
A. In the Eftabliſhed Church of England, 
ſprinkling the Perſon in the Face with Water, 
and making the Sign of a Croſs upon his Fore- 
head with a wet Finger, is deemed ſufficient. 

O. Is not this the Form among(t all Chriſtians? 

A. No. Amongſt the different Perſuaſions 
of Proteſtant Diſſenters, ſome have a Bath in 
their Place of Worſhip, in which the Perſon 
| baptized is plunged over head in the Water 
others baptize in a River, or where there is à 
Running Stream ſufficient for that Purpoſe. 

O. Is there avy other Difference? 

A, Yes, The Eſtabliſned Church allows in- 

fant 
* Heb. ii. 18. ST 


18 
le 


ant 


( 2g ) 


Fant Baptiſm, "Soni Diſſenters do, and ſome 


not. 

Q. Is this all ? 25 5 

A. The Church of England alſo requires 
Three Sponſors for every Child, excluſive of 
its Parents, called Godfathers and Godmothers, 
as Sureties, to anſwer for the Child's perform- 
ing its Part of the Covenant of Baptiſm. 

Q. Do not ſuch Diſſenters as allow of Infant 
Baptiſm likewiſe require Sponſors ? 

A. Thoſe who do think that the Parents are 
the moſt proper Perſons for that Office, 

Q. What do theſe Sponſors in the Eſtabliſhed 


Church promiſe for, or in the Name of, their 


God Child ? 

A. In the Church Catechiſm the young 
Chriſtian is taught, that * they did promiſe and 
vow three Things in his Name,” 

Q. What are they? 

A. © Firſt, That he ſhould renounce the 
Devil and all his Works, the Pomps and Vani- 
ties of this wicked World and all the ſinful 
Luſts of the Fleſh. . Secondly, That he ſhould 
believe all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 
And Thirdly, That he ſhould keep God's holy 
Will and Commandments, and walk in the ſame 
all the Days of his Life.“ 

1 E. But 


( 24 ) 


. But how can one Perſon become Surety, 


for another, eſpecially for an Infant, in ſo 
ſolemn a Covenant ? 
A. It is not conſidered ſo much an Engagement 


for the Child, as an Acknowledgment that ſuch. 
is the Duty of every Member of the Church of 


Chriſt, 


O. What then is the particular Charge, of 


thoſe Godfathers and Godmothers ? - 
A. To take Care, in Caſe of the - Death or 


Neglect of the Parents, that the Child be in- 


ſtructed in the Principles of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and particularly with the Nature and 
Deſign of Baptiſm. 

Q. But if Repentance and Faith are the 
Requiſites for Baptiſm, is it proper that Infants 
ſhould be baptized, who are not Capable of 
either ? | | 

A. Fruits meet for Repentance*,” are ne- 
ceſſary for Adults; but external Baptiſm being 

only a Memorial or Sign, and not the Thing 
ſignified, it may lawfully be adminiſtered to 


Infants at the Time of their being acknowledged 


Members of the Chriſtian Church. 


N. But is it to be ſuppoſed that Infants ro- 
ceive any internal Gifts or Graces in Conſe _ 


queries of this external Baptiſm ? 
ba Matt, iii. 8. 


65 ) 

A. There can be no Doubt, where the, 
Patents do it in Faith, and from a proper Mo- 
tive, but that the Child receives an internal or 
ſpiritual Bleſſing at the Time, from Him who 
commanded little Children to be brought for 
his Bleſling, | 

O. What is the Intent of their being ſigned 
with the Sign of the Croſs ? | 

A. In Token that hereafter they ſhall not. 
be aſhamed to confeſs the Faith of Chrift 
crucified, and manfully to fight under his 


Banner againſt Sin, theWorld, and the Devil*,” 


Q. Why is Water uſed in _ the Form of 
Baptiſm ? | 


A. Mater, in a Scriptural or Spiritual Senſe, 
ſignifieth the Truth that is received from the 


Word of God; and Spirit ſignifieth a Life that 
is conformable to ſuch Truth; therefore our 
Lord ſays, Except a Man be born of Watet 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of God+,” for to be born of theſe is 
to be regenerate, Ws 
Q. Whence do you infer that Water ſignifieth 
the Truth received from God's Words 
A. From what our Lord ſays to the Woman 
of San + Whoſoever drinketh of the 


5; Water 


com, Prayer, Bapt, ol Infants, + John iii, g, 
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Water that I ſhall give him ſhall never thirſt ; 
but the Water that I ſhall give him ſhall be in 
him a Well ſpringing up into everlaſting 
Life“.“ 

2. Can you point out any other ſimilar 
paſſage ? 

A. Yes. What our Lord ſaid to the Jews at 
the Feaſt of Tabernacles, If any man thirſt, 
let him come unto me and drink, He that 
believeth on me, as the Scripture hath ſaid, out 
of his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Water “.“ 

Q. But you ſaid, in anſwer to my firſt 


Queſtion, that Baptiſm repreſented an Internal 
Waſhing e If fo, ſhould not the Perſon baptiſed 


be waſhed with the Water? 
A. If this be allowed, waſhing the Feet muſt 


be the moſt proper; for our Lord ſays, © He 


that is waſhed, needeth not, ſave to waſh his 
Feet, but is clean every whit}.”” 
L. But are the . Scriptures totally filent as 
to the Manner in which the Water ſhould be 
applied? 

A. We read that the People were baptized 


of John in the River Jordan; but that about 
3000 were N by the W in the Place 


8 where 
® John iv. 14. f vii. 37, 38. 1 John xiii. 10. 5 Matt, iii. 6. 
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where they were aſſembled on the Day of Pen- 


tecoſtꝰ .- The Eunuch alſo went down into the 
Water to be baptized of Philip, but when 


Peter was in the Houſe of Cornelius, he ſaid, | 


* Can any man forbid Water, that theſe 
ſhould not be baptizedf,” ſignifying that Water 
was brought into the Room for that Purpoſe. _ 

Q. What would you infer from hence ? 

A. That the Made of applying the Water, or 
the Ceremony uſed in Baptiſm, is not a Matter of 
Conſequence. 

O. What is the Principal Knowhdie to be 


derived. from this Second Fart of Four | 
Catechiſm ? 
>": "&s The Neceſſity of " JUNE without 


which no Man can be made meet for the 


Kingdom of Heaven. 


2. What is the proper Application of this 


| Knowledge ? 


A. Not to negle& any 9 or Means, 
however apparently trivial, which the Lord 
has appointed to be obſerved in his Church. 

Acts ii. 41. f viii. 38. x. 17. 


THE END OF THE SECOND PART. 
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CATECHISM, &c. 
PART 1 


On ihe Renunciation of the Devil, &c. 


Q. WHEN a Perſon is baptized it is ac- 
knowledged, Firſt, That he ſhould “ renounce 
the Devil and all his Works, the vain Pomp 
and Glory of the World, with all covetous 
Deſires of the ſame, and the carnal Deſires of 
the Fleſh, ſo that he will not follow nor be led 
by them“.“ What is meant by this? | 

A. That whoſoever will be ſaved muſt con- 


feſs his Sins and do the Work of Repentance- 
Q. Whence the Neceſlity of Confeſſion and 


Repentance ? 

A. Not only on Account of Actual, but alſo 
in Conſequence of Original Sin, or Hereditary 
Evil, a <= 2. What 


* Form of Baptiſm. 


„ 

0. What do you mean by Original Sin, or- 
Hereditary Evil? 

A. That which ficlt ſeparated Man from 
God, 

L. What was that ? 

A. Diſobedience; or Man's Fall from that 
Original Purity in which he was firſt created, 

Q. Is a general Acknowledgment that he 1s 
a Sinner, and accounting himſelf guilty of all 


= Evils, all that is meant by Confeſing his Sins ? 


A. No. It implieth a real Perception of the 
Nature of Sin or Evils, and a Diſcovery thereof 


in himſelf ; alſo an acknowledgement of them, 
a Con viction of Guilt proceeding from them, 


and Self-Condemnation in Conſequence of 


Guilt. To do this before God is to confeſs 


Sins. 
Q. What is meant by doing the Work of Re- 
pentance ? 


A. It is the renouncing, or ceaſing from Evil, 
becauſe every Evil is a Sin againſt God, and 


the leading a new Life according to the Pre- 
cepts of Charity and Faith, after Confeſſion 


made, and Supplication out of an humble Heart 
for the Remiſſion of Sins. 


O. And is all this neceſſary to obtain Remiſ- 


lion of Sins £ My 
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A. Ves. Repentance of the Lips and not of 


the Life, is no Repentance: It is only by Re- 


pentance of the Life that Kemi of Sins can 


be effected. 
Q. For what Reaſon ? 
A. Becauſe ſo far asa Perſon's Life is directed 


and influenced by the Precepts of a right Faith, 


in the ſame Degree his Sins are removed; and 
ſo far as his Sins are removed, in the ſame 
Degree they are remitted. | 

L. But what do you mean by a Remiſſion of 
Sins ? 

A. Remiſſion includes not only the Forgive- 
neſs of paſt Sins, but alſo the Removal of, or 
quenching the Love and Deſire towards Sin, 
ſo that Man is preſerved, by the Goodneſs of 
the Lord, from the Commiſſion and Influence 
thereof; and © he will no INT follow or be 
led by them“.“ : 
L. What is particularly meant by the Devi! 
in this Article of the Chriſtian Covenant ? 

A. By the Devil, Satan, Lucifer and the 
Serpent, as variouſly termed in Scripture, is 
meant that grand Stimulator to, or Principle of 


Evil, which pervades the Regions of Darkneſs 
in a future State, and is felt to have a powerful 


Influence 
Form of Baptiſm, to U. 
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Influence in the human Heart, being the Origin 
of every Thought, Word and Action that is not 
founded on the Love of God and the Gpod of 
Mankind. 

0, You ſuppoſe, then, that the Terms Devi), 
Satan, &c, all mean the ſame Thing ? 

A. The different Names only allude to the 
different Forms or Manifeſtations of that Evil 
Nature, which renders the-Heart of Man deceit- 
ful above all Things and deſperately wicked; 
and as every Soul who leaves this World prin- 
cipled in Good and Truth, becomes an Angel 
hereafter, ſo doubtleſs every Soul which departs 
hence principled in Evil and Falſity, becomes a 
Devil or Satan hereafter, 

O. Then according to this, all Kinds of Evil 
have but one Origin. ; 

A. No. It is the ſame Devil, or Evil Prin- 
ciple, which inſtigated ' our firſt Parents to 
Rebellion againſt God and Cain to murder his 
Brother, that will now ſtimulate even a Child 
to rebel againſt its Parents or rob its Playfellow, 
and a Thief to PT a Houſe and murder the 
Owner. * 

Q. How does the Devil operate in, or act | 
ue the en and 3 of Mankind? 


* By 
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A. By Means of the World and the Fleſh, 
which are the Inſtruments of his Operation: 

O. ln what Manner? 

A, By making worldly or ſelfiſh Defires, and 
fleſhly Luſts, the Incitements to bad Actions; 


and from thele Motives every Propenſity to 


Evil will be found to originate. 

. Every Perſon who examines his own 
Heart as to the real Ground of any improper 
Action- will know the Truth of this, and will 
feel worldly Deſires and fleſhly Luſts inciting, 


to Evil, whereby he may be aſſured that the 


Root of every Sin and Wickedneſs is implanted 
in the Human Heart, Tell me, then, what you 
mean by renouncing the World, the Fleſh and 
the Devil ? | 

A: It means not only ceaſing from Evil 
Actions, before explained as the Work of Re- 
pentance ; but it alſo implies the rejecting the 


firſt Suggeſtions of Evil in the Thought, and 
ſubduing the Inclination to worldly and ſelfiſh 


Actions, or unlawful Deſires and vicious 
Gratifications, 


9. What is the Principal 3 and Uſe 


to be obtained from this Part of your Catechiſm? 

A. That as the Devil is the Grand Stimulator 
d Evil in the human Heart, and as the World 
| and 


e 


11 


and the Fleſh are the Inftrumental Means of his 
Operation; we ſhould exert every Endeavour 


to reſiſt the Devil, by ſuppreſling all worldly 


and ſelfiſh Ideas on their firſt riſing in the Mind, 

Q. But is Man, in his preſent State, capable 
of doing all this? 

A. ** We are not ſufficient of ovtfelves to 
think any Thing as of ourſelves; but our Suffi- 
ciency, is of Godꝰ; and , we can do all Things 
through Chriſt which ſtrengtheneth usf.“ 

Q. What do you infer from this ? 

A. That although Man does and muſt act as 
if the Power was in himſelf, yet the more his 
Liſe is influenced by a right Faith, or the more 


he © confeſſes his Sins and does the Work of 


Repentance,” the more he will experience 
that the Power is not his own, but that it is 
«© God who worketh in us both to will and to 
do of his good Pleaſureg.“ 


# g Cor, lil. 3. + Phil iv. 13. f Phil, ii. 18. 


THE END OF THE THIRD PART. 
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CATECHISM,' &c. 


PART v. 
on the Articles of 4s Chr fon Faith. 


L. Tas Second Adee e of the 


"baptized Perſon is, that he ſhould believe all the 


Articles of the Chriſtian Faith. What are 
theſe Articles ſo eſſential to Salvation? 

A. As he is baptized in the Name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, ſo is he te-acknow- 
ledge his Faith in One Gon, the Father Al- 
mighty, the Firſt Great Cauſe of all Thiags, 

Secondly, in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which 
is the Worp, or manifeſted exiſting Form of 


Deity, ſpoken of in Scripture as the Son of 
God, which exiſted before all Worlds, and by 
whom they were meds, 


Thidly,” 


( 8 ) 


Thirdly in the Holy Ghoſt, which is the 
Spirit, or Divine Emanation, proceeding from 
the Father and the Son. 

Q. What farther ? 

A. The Chriſtian Faith teacheth that for us 
Men and ſor our Salvation, this Son of God, or 
manifeſted exiſting Form of his Love, came 
down from Heaven, and was incarnate and 
made Man, and dwelt among us. 

. In what manner ? 

A. By aſſuming a Natural Body, which was 
born of the Virgin Mary, as a Means for our 


\ 


- Redemption and Salvation, . * 
Q. What follows? 1 
=_ A. In this aſſumed Human Nature our Lord 1 
5 and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ſuffered every Trial | ' 
- and Temptation which Human Nature is ſubje& | | | 
to, or capable of bearing, and at length yielded |; 
* up his Life on the Croſs, that he might thereby | þ 
38 ſubdue even Death itſelf; and, in Token of his | | 3 
. Victory and Divinity, on the third Day he aroſe | | | 
2gain from the Dead, and re-aſcended into || 
TY Heaven, where he is Onz with the Father, 
. united like Soul and Body, and we adore Him 
1 as the God over All, bleſſed for evermore“ .“ 
by Q. But 


Rom ix. 5: 
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Q. But what Proof have vou from the Scrip— 
tures, that this Word, or Son, or Divine Ex- 


the Father ? 

A. The Apoſtle John ſays, © In the Beginning 
was the Won, and the WorD was with Gop, 
and the Won D was Gopt;” and the Lord him- 
ſelf ſays, ** 1 and my Father are Oxne*.” 


greater than IT?“ 
A: The Natural Reaſonable Soul of our Lord 
ſpeaks and is conſidered, in ſome Paſſages of 


1 — —— — — — 
—  —_— _—_—_— 


the Humanity was glorified, it ſpeaks and is 
conſidered as One, or in Unity, with the Father, 


Q. How is it generally conſidered that this 
Union was effected ? 


= 
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the Eſtabliſhed Church. 


then, acknowledge this Union of Father'and 
Son ? | 


8 8 throughout all the Chriſftian World, 
and 


* John 1. 1. X. 30. + xiv.- 28, 


iſtence, is one with, or of One Subſtance with 


O. But our Lord alſo ſays, ** My Father is 


Scripture, as diſtin& from the Father; but as 


A. As it is plainly expreſſed in the Creed of 


Q. Does the Eſtabliſhed Church of England, | 


A. That the Divinity and Humanity of our 
Lord are united in One Perſon, is a Doctrine 


n 
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and is thus expreſſed, * Chriſt, although he 
be God and Man, yet he is not Two but One 
Chriſt. One, not by Converſion of the Godhead 
into Fleſh, but by taking of the Manhood into God. 
One altogether, not by Confuſion of Subſtance, 
but by Unity of Perſon, For, as the reaſonable 
Soul and Fleſi is ons Man, ſo God and 45 1 
Ons Chriſt*,” 

Q. Are there not ſome other Articles in the 
Chriſtian Creed ? 

A. Yes. The Young Chriſtian is taught to 


believe © in the holy Catholic Church, the 
| Communion of Saints, the Forgiveneſs of Sins, 


the Reſurrection of the Body, and the Life 
everlaſtingt.“ | 
V. What is meant by the Catholic Church ? 
A. The Catholic or Univerſal Church means, 
that Society of God's People, or all true Be- 
lievers in Chriſt, © where-ever diſperſed or 
however diſtreſſed, throughout the Face of the 
whole Globe.“ 
0. What is meant by the Communion of 
Saints ? 
A. That Communion of divine Influence. or 


what Union of holy Affections which is felt 


TH amongſt 5 
* Ath en, Creed, + ApoRle's' Creed. {Univerſity Prayers 
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amongſt all true Believers, and manifeſts itſelf 
to Mankind in Acts of brotherly Love and 
Chriſtian Charity. 

Q. The Forgiveneſs of Sins hath already 
been noticed in the third Part of your Cate- 
chiſm ; but upon what Conditions are we to 
expect Forgiveneſs ? 

A. The Church teacheth us that Pardon is 
promiſed by our Lord only“ to thoſe who 
truly repent, and ee believe his holy 
Goſpel “.“ 

0. How do you prove the ReſurreQion of the 
Dead ? 

4. Our Lord's own Reſurrection is donſider- 
ed as a Pledge or Earneſt of our's ; and to prove 
this Doctrine to the Sadducees, * Jeſus ſaid 
unto them, As touching the Reſurrection of the 
Dead, have you not read that which was ſpoken 
unto you by God, ſaying, I am the God of 
Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and the God of 
Jacob ? God is not the God of the Dead, but 
of the Livingt.”” 

Q. But ſome will ſay, How are the Dead 
raiſed, and with what Body do they come}??? 

A. The Apoſtle informs us it is not that Body 
which is buried which is to riſe again ; for that 


«© there 


8 common Prayer, +, Matt, xxii. 31 32. {$-1 Cor, XV. 35. 
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there is a natural Body and there is a ſpiritual 


Body“; and although © it is ſown a natural 


Body, it is raiſed a ſpiritual one,” 

Q.. Explain this further, 

A. It is not the Earthy Part of our Nature 
which is to riſe again ; but the ſpiritual im- 


mortal Part alone, which being freed by Death 


from its corruptible Fetters, quits the mortal 


Shell, as a Butterfly does the Chryſalis, and 


ſoars to eternal Life. 

Q. How do you prove this? 

A. The Apoſtle ſays, * Fleſh and Blood 
cannot inherit the Kingdom of God,” but 
the Dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptiblet,” - 

. What is meant by the Life Everlaſting? 

A. Heaven; or that Eternity of: Happineſs 
which is promiſed to all thoſe who * ** the f 
Lord in the Regeneration.” : | 

Q.. What do you mean by the Holy Ghoſt? 
A. The Divine Emanation, or the Holy 
Spirit of God, proceeding from the . by 


or through the Son. 


Q. How do you prove this? 
A. ** Jeſus breathed on the Diſciples, and ſaid 
unto theas „Receive ye the Holy Ghoſth;“ and 
E 2 the 


Cor. xv. 44. f xv. 50. 52. } Matt, xix, 28, John 
I % XX, 22s : 


| 
| 
| 
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the Apoſtle John informs us, that “ the Holy 


Ghoſt was not yet given, becauſe that Jeſus was 
not yet glorified®*,” 

Q. And 1s this Unity of F aneh Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, what is to be underſtood by the 
Trinity in Unity of the Eſtabliſhed Church? 

A. Ugdoubtedly,—-The inconceivable Deity, 


or inviſible Soul, is the Father; the Perſon of 
our Lord is the Son, and the Divine Emanation, 


or Influence proceeding therefrom, is the Holy 
Ghoſt, And theſe three are One, . 


. Now what is the Principal Knowledge, or 


Grand Truth to be derived from this a of 
the Chriſtian Faith ? 
A. That ſo vaſt was the Fall of Man from 


His Original State of Purity, and ſo great the 


conſequent Separation of Man from God, that 


in Order to effect his Redemption from Sin and 


its Death, it became neceſſary for the GREAT 


and MiehryY Gov, the LozD of all CREATION, 


to be made Man, and to aſſume a Natural Body 
and Reaſonable Soul, or a Natural Degree of 
Mind, as a Means of drawing near unto Man 


in his loſt State, and bringing him back again 


into Covenant with him, 
Q. What then! 


John vii. 39. 


A. That | 


Pg FM mc. 7. 
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y A; That in this the Lord was * made in all 
5 Things like unto us“,“ (Actual Sin excepted) 
and by aſſuming all the Degrees of the Human 
Mind proper to Man, and uniting them to the 
© Godhead of the Father within himſelf, he is able 
and ready to aſſiſt us with his Grace in all the 
Degrees and Principles of dur Mind, whenſoever 


b we in Sincerity and Obedience draw near unto 
* him; ſo that “ as in Adam all die, even ſo in 
7 Chriſt ſhall ad be made alivet,” » 

2. What is the proper Application of this 
. Knowledge ? 
F A. As the Lord i is ever in the Deſire and At 


of bringing this to paſs, we cannot pleaſe him 
b better, nor worſhip him more acceptably, than 
. by doing all in our Power to cloſe in with his 
5 Deſigns ; ſo that his Intentions in our Creation 
| may be compleated, and we may receive a Full- ; 
neſs of Divine Grace in every Principle of our 
Mind, till we at length become “ Children of 
God, and ;Joint-Heirs,of Eternal Life,” ' 
Q. Ho is this to be done ?- 
A. By making the LoxpD our Pattern and 
Example, To be True Chriſtians, we muſt 
copy Him, be what He war, and a Shadow of 
what He is. We muſt know and feel the Power 
E 3 | of 
Heb. ii. 17. 11 Cor. xv, TR t Rom. viii, 17 1 
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of his Death, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion and 
Deſcenſion in our Hearts; that „ of His Ful- 
neſs we may all receive, and Grace for Grace, 
till we all come in the Unity of the Faith, and 
of the Knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
Perfect Man, unto the Meaſure of the Stature of 
the Fulneſs of Chriſt“.“ 


® John i, 16, Eph. iv. 1g. 
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A 
CATECHISM, &c. 
PART V. 


On the Decalogue, or Ten Commandments, 


Q. Tur laſt Promiſe made for or by the 
baptized Perſon is, * That he fhould keep 
God's holy Will and Commandments, and 
walk in the ſame all the Days of his * 
What are theſe Commandments ? 
A. When our Lord was aſked, © Which is 
the great Commandment in the Law, he 
anſwered; Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy Heart, with all thy Soul and with 
all thy Mind. This is the firſt and great Com- 
mandment. And the ſecond is like unto it, 
Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf. On 
theſe Two Commandments hang all the _ 


and as Prophets“. 
Q. What 


Matt, xxii. 36, 40. 
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0. What is the Law, which you ſay is 


founded hereon ? 
A. The Law and the Prophets compriſe the 
whole Word of God, in all and every particular 


Part thereof; but what is generally underſtood. 


by this Expreſſion is the Decalogue, or Ten 
Commandments, recorded in the twentieth 


Chapter of Exodus as being written by the- 


Finger of God, and delivered to Moſes on the 
Top of Mount Sinai, | 

Q.. Theſe, you ſay, were written on Two 
Tables; How and why were they ſo divided? 
A. The firſt Table contained the four firſt 
Commandments, which comprehend our Duty 
to God alone, The ſecond contained the re- 


maining ſix, comprehending our Duty to God 


in and with that to our Neighbour or Fellow 
Creature, . 
Q. Repeat the firſt of theſe ?. 
A. Thou ſhalt have no other Gods before me, 
O. What is the ſecond? _ 
A. Thou ſhalt not make unto thee any graven 
Image, or any Likeneſs that is in Heaven above, 


or that is in the Earth beneath, or that is in the 


. Water under the Earth : Thou ſhalt not bow 
down unto them nor ſerve them: for I the Lord 
thy God am a Jealous God, viſiting the Iniquity 
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of the Fathers upon the Children unto the third 
and fourth of them that hate me ; and ſhewing 
Mercy unto Thouſands of them that love ms 
and keep my Commandments, 

. Is any Thing to be underſtood by theſe 
more than is generally done throughout the 
Chriſtian Church, where one God is acknow- 


ledged and worſhipped ? 


A. The Meaning of theſe two Commandments 


extends much deeper, or is more internal, than 


is generally ſuppoſed, 
Q. Explain them ? 
A. By theſe we are to anderfiand, Firſ, that 


Idols of any Kind ought not to be worſhipped. 


Secondly, that no Man, whether dead or alive, 


ought to be deified or worſhipped as a God, 
which has been the Practice of many Countries. 


And thirdly, that no one except Gov, and 
nothing but what procerdeth from him, is to be 
loved avith the chief and governing Love. 

2. Whence originated the Wothippiag « of 
Idols? 5 
A. Not only the Jewiſh, but all Churches 


before and after it, until the Lord's coming 


in the Fleſh, were repreſentative and typical, 
and the Types and Repreſentations were ſuch - 
| ty. 


that No, 
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that Divine Things were ſpoken of and * 
hibited under a Variety of Figures and 
Sculptures. 


Q. But how ſhould this occaſion the N 
ping of Idols? 

A. Becauſe as the People bene more dege- 
nerate, they loſt Sight of their Significations, 
and began to worſhip them as poſſeſſing in 
Reality that which they only repreſented. 

L. Who are they, then, who at this Time 
offend againſt this Commandment ?: | 

A. All who do not acknowledge and worſhip 
the Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who is 
Jenovan-Gop Himſelf in a Human Form, and 
is at once the Creator, the Redeemer, and the 
Regenerator; as alſo all whoſe predominant 


Love is fixed on any worldly Oi & or upon 


any Thing except God alone. 
. Which is the third Commandment ?. 
A. Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord 


thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold d 


him guiltleſs that tak eth his Name in vain. 
Q. What have you to oblerve on this Com- 
Keck bead p 
A. The Name of God is ſo. holy that we are 
taught daily, to pray that it may be hallowed, 
and the Jenovan, or incommunicable Name 
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was conſidered ſo ſacred in the J-wiſh Church, 
that it was not ſuffercd to be mentioned, the 
Name Lord being ſubſtituted for it. 

0. What is meant by taking the Name of 
God in vain ? 

A. By taking the Name of God in vain, is 
meant the Abuſe of the Name itſelf in common 
Diſcourſe, in Support of Falſhoods, in unneceſ- 
ſary Oaths, or to exculpate any oo Deſign. 

Q. Is this all? 

A. No. By taking the Name of the Lend 
God in vain, is not only meant the Words Gop, 
Lon, Jzsvg, &c. but it alſo extends to the 
taking any Part of the Word of God and uſing 
it in vain Diſcourſes, falſe Aſſertions, Lies, and 
ludicrous Allufions, for this is to blaſpheme 
God and conſequently his Name. 

Q. Do you ſuppoſe, then, that the Name 
Jasus is equally holy with that of God? 

A. Yes, it is moſt holy, moſt near, and ſhould 


be moſt dear to all true Chriſtians ; for we are 


told “ there is Salvation in no other*,” and 
that at the Name of Jeſus every Knee ſhould 


bow, of Things in Heaven, and in this * 


and under the Earth.“ 
9. What 


Acts. iv. 13. + Phil, ii. 20, 
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L. What is the Fourth Commandment? 


A. Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it of 
| holy. Six Days ſhalt thou labour and do all thy 1 
| Work. But the Seventh Day is the Sabbath of I 


the Lord thy God. In it thou ſhalt not do any 


Work, thou, nor thy Son, nor thy Daughter, - 
thy Man-Servant, nor thy Maid-Servant, nor h 
the Stranger that is within thy Gates. For in of 
ſix Days the Lord made Heaven and Earth, the h 
Sea, and all that in them 1s, and reſted the te 
Seventh Day. Wherefore the Lord bleſſed the 
Sabbath Day, and hallowed it. ir 
0. By this we naturally underſtand that fix 0: 
; Days are for Man and his Labours, and the 00 
Seventh for the Lord, or for Man's Reſt o 
from Labour to worſhip the Lord, and to ac- ti 
knowledge his Dependence upon him. Has it E 
it any further meaning ? E 
<-:M 


A, Yes. It was originally inſtituted as re- 
preſentative of the Cloſe, Period or Reſt from 
the whole of Creation, Redemption and Re- 
generation; fix Days (or States) being ſignifica- th 
tive of the Labours, Trials or Combats which 2 
the Lord himſelf had to paſs through for our 
Redemption, and which every Perſon muſt in a 

Degree paſs thro", in the Progreſs of his Re- i 
generation; and the Seventh, or Day of Reſt, > 
ſignifying 
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ſignifying that State of Peace which thoſe are 


in who have thus entered i into the Joy of their 
Lord“. “ | f 
2. So far as this was repreſentative of the 
Lon it could apply only to the Jewiſh, or the 
Repreſentative Churches; but When the Lord 
came into the World, all Repreſentations of 
himſelf ceaſed. How then is the Sabbath - Day 
to be conſidered in the Chriſtian Church? 
A. When the Lord came into the World, and 
in Conſequence thereof made all Repreſentations 


of himſelf to ceaſe, the Sabbath was made a Day 


of Reſt from worldly Labours, and a Day 
of Inſtruction in Divine Things, and of Medita- 
tion on Subjects that concern Salvation and 
Eternal Life; as alſo a Day for the particular' 
Exerciſe of Love and Charity towards our 
Neighbour, 

Q. What is the F ;fth Commandment 7 

A. Honour thy Father and thy Mother, that 


thy: Days may be long upon the Land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee, 


Q. What do you mean by honouring your 


Father and Mother? 


A. It is meant that Children bands thats 
earthly Parents, by being obedient to them, even 
as our Lord himſelf was ſubject to his; that they 

F ſhould 
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ſhould be grateful for the Benefits received from 
thoſe Parents, remembering that they have been 
attended, cloathed and fed by them, and been 
introduced not only into the World to act in a 
civil and moral Character, but alſo into Heaven 
itſelf, by Virtue of the religious Advice and 


Counſels which they have received from thoſe 


Parents. 

Q. Has this any further e P 

A. In a Scriptural, or Spiritual Senſe, by 
Father is meant Good, who is the Father of All, 
and by Mother the Church, or the Communion af 
Saints, which is God's Univerſal Church, diſ- 
perſed throughout the whole Creation, 

L. That Father, in a Scriptural Senſe, may 


mean the Loxv is certain; but how do you 


prove that by Mother is meant the Church ? 

A. Becauſe in the Scriptures the Church is 
: called a Mother. 

Q. Point out an Inſtance ? 

A, The Lord, ſpeaking of the Jewiſh Church, 
ſays, „ Plead with your Morkxx, for ſhe is not 
my Wife, neither am I her Huſband®.” - 

Q. What is to be underſtood ;.by honouring 
your Father and Mother in this {pirituay 
Senſe ? | 
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A. Revering and loving God above alk 
Thirigs, and living in the continual Praftice of 
that Faith and Charity which are the Eſfenttals 
of Chriſt's Univerſal Church. i 

2. Repeat the Sixth Commandment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt do no Murder. | 

Q. It is perfectly underſtood what is meant 
by this in a natural Senſe, but _ _— any 
further Signification ?” * 

A. In a Spiritual Senſe by Murder are 
meant all Methods of deſtroying Men's Souls, 
by turning them from God, from Religion, ane 


from Divine Worſhip, either by inſinuating 


Objections againſt them, or by ſcandalous 
duggeſtions that may beget an Averſion to- 
wards them. 

D. What is the Seventh Commandment ? 
A. Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery. 

O. What have you to obſerve upon this? 
A. Our Lord himſelf ſhe weth that the Mean- 
ing of this Command extendeth far beyond the 
mere external Ad ion which it forbids, and that 
the very Luſt or Deſire of Concupiſcence 
conſtituteth a Breach of it; for he tells his 
Diſciples, I ſay unto you, that whoſoever 
looketh on a Woman to. luſt after her, hath 

F 2 committed 
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committed Adultery 2 with her in nis 
Nea. - 
2. But is this all p 
A. No; for as every Commandment forbids 
the Commiſſion of ſome Evil, in the ſame Pro- 
portion it is intended to cheriſh the oppoſite 


Virtue; and this, in particular, extends even 


beyond Words and Actions, teaching us to 
check our very Thoughts as well as Converſation 


from every Thing which tends to Indecency 
and Immorality, and to encourage every Thing 


therein which tends to promote Virtue and 
Chaſtity. 

L. That all the Commandments extend to 
the Will or Defire there is no Doubt ; and this, 


© Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery,” demands 


the ſtricteſt Attention of Young People, who 
are not ſufficiently aware, that by indulging an 
unchaſte Thought, and joining in indecent 
Converſation, they are violating this Command, 
and gradually preparing themſelves for an open 
Breach of. it.— But has the Word Adultery any 
other Spiritual Signification p | 
A. Yes. Thoſe who profane, or deny, the 
Sanctity of God's Word, or who adulterate the 
Truths thereof, are guiltyof a Breach of it. 
. Whence 
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. Whence do you prove this? 

A. From theſe Paſſages in Scripture: “ When 
I had fed them to the full, they then committed 
Adultery.— I have alſo ſeen in the Prophets of 
Jeruſalem an horrible Thing, They commit 
Adultery, and walk in Liest. — They have com- 
mitted Adultery and ſpoken lying Words! in my 
Name“ .“ 

Q. Which is the Eighth Commandment. | 

A. Thou ſhalt not ſteal. | 

Q. How far does this Commandment extend 
in a natural or Common Senſe ? 

A. Much farther than Mankind in general 
| imagine; for it is meant that we ſhould never 
deprive any, Perſon of his juſt Right and Pro- 
2 perty under any Pretence whatever. Therefore 
in this Senſe it extendeth not only to literally ' 
ſtealing. the moſt trifling Article, but to all 
Impoſitions and unlawful Methods of Gain, 
Uſury and ExaQtions, and to all fraudulent 
Practices in the Payment of Duties and Diſ- 
charge of Debts. 

2. Any thing further? | 

A. Ves. Workmen offend againſt this Com- 
mandment who do their Work in an under- 
hand Manner in Order to deceive, and Traders 


F 3 who 
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who attempt to impoſe either in Regard to the 
Weight, Meaſure, or Value of any Commodity. 

Q. How would you underſtand this Com- 
mand, not to ſteal, in an internal Senſe ? 

A. In the moſt internal Senſe, thoſe offend 
againſt this Command who would take away 
Divine Power from the Lord, and allo thoſe 
who appropriate to themſelves his Merit and 

Righteouſneſs, Thoſe are Spiritual Thieves, 
| likewiſe, who would rob People of the Means 


of Salvation, which are the Truths to be derived 
from God's Word, 


2. What is the Ninth Commandment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs againſt 
thy Neighbour. 

2. What is generally underſtood by bearing 
falle Witneſs ? 

A. This is generally conſidered to allude only 
to bearing falſe Witneſs in Caſes of civil Judi- 
cature, againſt Perſons accuſed on a groundlels 
Charge; but it is a Command forbidding a Sin 
to which Mankind are generally prone. 

. What is that? 

A. By this Commandment are forbidden all 
Kinds of Lies, and all Ways of traducing or 
defaming our Neighbour, whereby his Honour 
and Reputation, on which his Character de- 

pendeth, 
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pendeth, may be diſparaged. It alſo forbids all 
backbiting and evil ſpeaking, flandering and 
falſe Suggeſtions to the Hurt of another, 

. What is ſpiritually meant hereby? 

A. To bear falſe Witneſs in a Spiritual Senſe 
is aſſerting what is falſe, and endeavouring to 
confirm it by the Word of God. The Jews 
alſo were guilty of a Spiritual Breach of this 
Command when they aſſerted that our Lord 
caſt out Devils through Beelzebub*.” 

Q. Say the Tenth Commandment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt not covet thy Neighbour's 
Houle, thou ſhalt not covet thy Neighbour's 
Wife, nor his Manſervant, nor his Maidſervant, 
nor his Ox, nor his Aſs, nor any Thing that i is 
thy Neighbour” 8. 


L. Have you any Obſervation to make on 
this ? 

A. This Commandment has Relation to all 
the preceding, and fully prove that they have 
an internal Meaning as well as a literal one, 

Q. In what Manner? 

A. Becauſe it not only forbids us to injure 
our Neighbour by an external Breach of the 
preceding Commandments ; but it teacheth us 
aot to covet, that is, not to encourage a Luſt or 


Deſire 
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Deſire towards “ any Thing that is his;“ but 
that we ſhould “ learn and labour truly to get 
our own Living, and to do our Duty in that 
State of Life, unto which it ſhall pleaſe God to 
call us*.”? | 

Q. But has this, alſo a Spiritual Meaning ? 

A. This Command, Thou ſhalt not covet, 
breathes the True Spirit of the whole Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation; teaching us to practiſe its Pre- 
cepts from an inward Principle; to love our 
Neighbour as ourſelves, and to have the Name 
—the Nature of God implanted in our HEARTS. 
This Love: and this Nature once fixed. there, 
would ſhew themſelves in all our Behaviour, 
and would leave upon all our Words and 


Actions, engraven. as on © the Bells of the 


Horſes, HoLiNess uxToO THE LORD.“ —* The 
Kingdom of this World would then become the 
Kingdoms of our Loxp and of hisCzrisrt, and 
He would reign in it for Ever and Ever}j.” 


Church Catechiſm, + Zech. xiv, 20. Þ Rev, xi, 15» 
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BOOKS publiſhed by Dr. Ho DSO, 


Which may be had at his own houſe in Croſs-Street, 
Hatton - Garden. ä 


—— 
THEOLOGICAL, 


JESUS CHRIST the True GOD and proper 

| Object of SUPREME ADORATION, clearly 
proved by an Impartial Search into the Holy 

Scriptures, Tuo pocket vol. on writing paper, 58. 


Whom therefore ye ignorantly worſhip, him declare 
I unto you.— Acts xvii, 23. 


For he is thy Lord, and worſhip thou him... 
Pſalm xlv. 12. | 
This work has been well received, and is 
| recommended to all thoſe who wiſh to attain a 
clear knowledge of their Redeemer ; the ſubject 
being treated with coolneſs and impartiality. - 
The work is divided into four parts: The firſt 
contains the fulleſt evidence, both from Scrip- 


ture and Reaſon, of the Divinity of the Redemer; 
i the ſecond equal proofs of his Humanity ; in the 
third, the apparent difficulties are reconciled ; 


and in the fourth, the principal objections of 
the Unitarians and Socinians are conſidered and 
an{wered, 
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The YOUNG CHRISTIAN's INTRODUC- 
TION to the Knowledge of his GOD and 
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. In which the 
doctiine of the Trinity is explained and illuſ- 
trated in an eaſy and familiar manner. 


I write unto you, little Children, becauſe your fins are 
forgiven you for his name's ſake.— 1 John ji. 122. 
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The WORSHIP of JESUS CHRIST VIN- 


DICATED, in a Letter to the Chriſtian World: 


in General ; occaſioned by a Public Exhortation 
from the Rev, Mr. Frend to refrain from the 
Worſhip of Jeſus Chriſt. Second edition, printed 
on wove paper, 6d, | 


Hear, O my people, and I will ſpeak, O Iſrael, and I 


will testify against thee ; for I am God, even thy 
God.—Pſalm I. 7. 


The ſubje& of this addreſs is of the greateſt 
importance to every perſon who calls himſelf a 
a Chriſtian; for if Jeſus Chriſt be not the true 
God of Heaven and Earth, the worſhipping of 
him is groſs Idolatory, | 


INSTRUCTIVE AD ENTERTAINING. 


AN ELEGANT PRESENT FOR YOUNG PEOPLE, | 
And particularly recommended to be introduced into 


all polite ACADEMIES, as blending Amuſement and . 


Instruction, in a style never before exceeded. 
L 4 . 
This day is publiſſied, price 89. : 


In two elegant pocket volumes, beautifully printed, 


| The BOUQUET; a Selection of Poems 
from the moſt celebrated Authors, with ſome 
Originals, 


The Editor J. Hopsoxs, M. D. 


Amongſt the almoſt innumerable publications 
of this kind there are ſcarcely any, that from the 


_ excellency both of the ſelection and typogra- 
phical | 
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phical execution, are at the ſame time an orna- 
ment to a library, and an elegant preſent to the 
youth of both ſexes, To remedy theſe evils, 


and produce ſuch . panes fre as has long been 


wiſhed for was the deſign of the Editor; and to 
accompliſh which no expence has been ſpared, 


In this Selection are introduced ſeveral 
original pieces, and valuable poems, that having 
eſcaped the notice of other compilers are be- 
come very ſcarce, 


* The Analytical Review ſpeaking of this 
ublication obſerves : The greater part of this 
ollection conſiſts of ſuch pieces as have been 

univerſally admired, as the choiceſt among the 
ſmaller productions of the Britiſh Muſe, Others 
of inferior merit are introduced, but none 
which refle& diſcredit upon the judgment of 
the collector, or which can give offence either 
to moral feeling, or critical taſte; and the work 
is more pleaſing as it is elegantly printed,” 
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